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EDICT -001-10-2025   

Greetings:   

To all Scottish Rite Masons and Loyal Ladies of the Golden Circle in the Orient of Virginia operating 
under the supervision of the United Supreme Council, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of 
Freemasonry, Prince Hall Affiliation, Southern Jurisdiction, United States of America.   

 
Based on recent events involving the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Virginia 
(MWPHGLVA), Inc., and their decision to rescind recognition of a group that resembles ours.  
I want to assure you that we are members of the only nationally and internationally recognized “United 
Supreme Council, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, Prince Hall Affiliation, Southern 
Jurisdiction, United States of America, Inc." Some would want you to believe this is a setback. It's not! It’s 
your call to continue your steadfast dedication. Our growth is unmatched, our achievements have been 
remarkable, and our charitable endeavors rival those of much larger organizations.  
 
Fraters, you are the cream of the crop, and Loyal Ladies, your love and fidelity to the order is unmatched.  
Keep doing the good work; you are on the Right side of the Rite.  As a reminder, we will continue to 
consider any other Body established within this jurisdiction that claims to be a United Supreme Council 
and does not hold allegiance to our United Supreme Council as bogus. We will forgo any Scottish Rite 
communication with them. 
 
This has been issued under my hand and seal on the 16th day of October 2025.  Take due notice and govern 
yourselves accordingly.              
 
                                                                             Signed:   Shelton Riddick 

                                                              SGIG Shelton Riddick, 33° 
                                                           Deputy for the Orient of Virginia                     

                                                    
                                            Attest:      Ray T. Fisher 
                                                            GIG Ray T. Fisher 33°                              

                                                          Grand Secretary, VCOD 


