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THE PRINCE HALL SOUTHERN JURISDICTION GAINS INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION 
The Southern Jurisdiction Becomes Newest Member of the World Conference of Supreme Councils 

 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The United Supreme Council, 33º, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of 
Freemasonry, Prince Hall Affiliation, Southern Jurisdiction, USA, Inc., proudly announces its historic 
acceptance into the World Conference of Supreme Councils, marking a significant milestone in the 
global recognition of Prince Hall Freemasonry’s legitimacy, regularity, and enduring legacy. 

“This momentous decision affirms what Prince Hall Freemasons have long known and exemplified: 
that our foundation is rooted in the ancient landmarks of Freemasonry, our rituals and constitutions 
align with our regular Masonic practices globally, and our traditions are worthy of the respect afforded 
to all regular Supreme Councils,” said Dr. Corey D. Hawkins, Sr., 33º, Sovereign Grand Commander 
of the Southern Jurisdiction.  “By formally joining the World Conference, the Prince Hall Southern 
Jurisdiction steps onto the international stage not only as a fraternal equal, but also as a bearer of a 
unique and resilient history born out of the African American experience.” 

The World Conference of Supreme Councils is currently in session, from May 7, 2025, to May 11, 
2025, in Bucharest, Romania.  During its deliberations, the World Conference voted overwhelmingly 
in support of adding both the United Supreme Council, 33º, AASR, Prince Hall Affiliation’s Northern 
and Southern Jurisdictions as full members of its esteemed body. 

“The inclusion of Prince Hall Scottish Rite Masonry into this distinguished international body cannot 
be fully appreciated without acknowledging the long and painful history of racial exclusion that 
necessitated its establishment, added Dr. Ken Collins, Secretary-General of the Southern Jurisdiction 
and Prince Hall Masonic historian.  “In the face of systemic racism, legal segregation, and social 
rejection, largely from American Masonic bodies in the United States, Prince Hall Freemasons found 
it necessary to propagate the rite with the establishment of separate Supreme Councils to preserve the 
light of Freemasonry.”  

The Prince Hall Southern Jurisdiction traces its Scottish Rite lineage to the 1850s with support from 
Haitian and French Scottish Rite Masons.  A time when Black men were largely denied access to 



 
 

 

 

regular Scottish Rite Masonry in the United States. In response, they forged their path—one that 
remained true to the Scottish Rite while rooted in the struggle for justice, equality, and civic uplift. 
Prince Hall Scottish Rite Freemasonry’s separation domestically was never a departure from Masonic 
values, but rather a reflection of America’s broader racial divisions, coined the Societal Doctrine. 
Despite these barriers, Prince Hall Masons carried forth the principles of brotherly love, relief, and 
truth with dignity and unmatched perseverance. 

Recognition between the Supreme Council – Southern Jurisdiction, 33º - Mother Council of the 
World was established on August 24, 2013. Meanwhile, recognition was established with the Supreme 
Council, 33º - Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, in 2014. The recognition agreement between the 
United Supreme Council – Southern Jurisdiction and the Supreme Council, 33º - Southern 
Jurisdiction and Supreme Council, 33º - Northern Masonic Jurisdiction fulfills the requisites 
presented within the Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite’s governing laws of 1762 and 1786, thereby, 
solidifying the previously understood nature of societal doctrine (separation of the races) within the 
United States of America.  

On September 7, 2022, the United Supreme Council, 33º, Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of 
Freemasonry, Prince Hall Affiliation, Southern Jurisdiction, USA, participated in the joint Statement 
of Unity Agreement with the United Supreme Council, 33º, Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of 
Freemasonry, Prince Hall Affiliation, Northern Jurisdiction, USA, Supreme Council, 33º- Mother 
Council of the World and the Supreme Council, 33º - Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, reiterating 
mutual recognition and cooperation with the regular and legitimate Supreme Councils of the United 
States of America.  Dr. Hawkins continued, “This moment of international recognition is far more 
than symbolic. It is a statement that Freemasonry can and must be a global institution of equality, 
acknowledging both the legitimacy and unique contributions of all its brethren. It is a rectification of 
history and an invitation to a more unified Masonic future.” 

With the full membership within the World Conference of Supreme Councils, the action notes a 
historic theme of Masonic truths.  Historically, it was the efforts of Count de Saint Laurent and Baron 
de Bulow, who both held membership in the Supreme Council of France, that planted the seeds of 
Scottish Rite Freemasonry in the bosom of the Prince Hall Family, even when deemed improper at 
the time.  Dr. Collins stated, “Their Masonic works (Saint Laurent & de Bulow’s) were codified within 
the recognition agreements and the Statement of Unity; thereby, fulfilling the requisites of the Grand 
Constitutions and Regulations of 1762 & 1786.”   

The Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction, Prince Hall Affiliation, USA, Inc. 
extends its gratitude to its fellow Supreme Councils across the globe, to include Sovereign Grand 
Commanders James D. Cole, 33º (Supreme Council AASR, Southern Jurisdiction Mother Council of 



 
 

 

 

the World) ,  Walter Wheeler, 33º (Supreme Council, Northern Masonic Jurisdiction), Gaetan 
Mentor, 33º (Supreme Council of Haiti), Jorge De Andrade Lins, 33º (Supreme Council of Brazil),  
Bert Rossini, 33º (Supreme Council of Argentina).  “The World Conference affirmed our rightful 
place at the table, and we look forward to contributing fully to the mission of the World Conference 
in the spirit of unity, truth, and mutual respect,” added Dr. Hawkins. 
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